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HAUl'LY more than five years ago
the post-card "craze' took loot

in this country. It has grown to
such enormmis proportions that
big business houses have Wen

formed and arc waxing ste ullly richer
whose interests lie solely with these bits
of pasteboard On* might travel through¬
out every s'ate in the I'nion and visit
ever* hamlet in each slat* ar.d find it
cliflb ult to d.s over a community in which
j.K»st- ard souvenir views of at least the
"main street." the post office. the town

lia.ll and the churv h car not be purchased,
In all tut iurge cities H ere are numerous

establishments devoted exclusive".* lo the
tale of the s cheap. aUractive sou\ -nirs,
and the fad f<»r coliecMng huge albums of
cards of all sorts aid de.- rii»Ti"ns and
from all fonts of thv compass has grip¬
ped thousands on thousands of otherwise
perfectly normal American tlzens.old
and young alike.
Of all the cities of this country. Wash-'

ington offers th . greatest fi Id for sou-

verlr post -cuds. Hundr eds of thousands
of tourists pour in and out of our city
gates eager to secure picture souvenirs
of the National capital lo send to th*
folks ha k home, to friends on foreign
shores or to add to their own collections.
It is impossible to estinate closely the
vast number of post cards purchas *d an¬

nually in this city, but the figures would
probably run well above ir>.ooo.m>o. prac¬
tically every visitor buys two or more'

cards, even when the visit is merely a

matter of an hour or tr.o. Almost every
drug store and newsstand ir. the city
has its stCM k of "ouvenir cards, and tli -r»

are a number of stores dealing practically
In nothing else.

When the tad first began to spread it
was through the medium of the so-called

omie card. A traveler would chose from
in assorted l«>t of Ulrstrated joke cards.
he humor usually lying in a whim¬

sical application of some time-honored
phrase of co; r spondence su<-h as "I am

taking time," with a picture of a man

lifting a victim's watch.and send appro¬
priate subje ts to his or her friends. For
a i. r.g time this was considered the real

tidng in humor. and the traveler who
showed the m( st comical choice in post
ards to send r.is far-off Iriends was the

real Jo> Milie». Hut the public began to

ire as the same old jokes drifted thou¬
sands of miles hither and yon.and when
i. post-crrd m n began to branch out
in"o the photographic souvenir card tiie
.omics v. practieally deserted and
everybed; ;.ars buying the "points of
interest" cardlca ids.
Th* sfc started simr.l; as reproductions of

pi.otograph views and vver pr inted in
black and whiie. From the beginning it
was found that the hes: work could only'
be obtained in (i-rmany. American work¬
manship and lithographing processes did
not seem to c unpare with the (Jeruian ar¬

ticle, and the post ard houses of this
country soon f"Il into sending their sub¬
jects and big orders to firms in the kai¬
ser's domain. From Germany came the
tinted photographic cards, wh'* ir were fol¬
lowed by i he beautifully lithographed
ards in many colors. The work advanced

in artistic merit as the public taste bet¬
ter d Today some of tlie lithographed
landscap cards are bits of art work that
wou.d i r ng praise from the bps of critical
painters.

*
* *

A visit to one of Washington s largest
post-, ard emporiums is well worth while.
The Star man dropped into one of these
places whrre an enormous stock of cards
nangs *rotn trie walls on all sides. The
proprietor said there were over 100,000

cards in liIs stock. They hung: In ¦wire
framework, a pack of duplicate cards in
each partition. Every subject from a

script jral quotation to a ballet girl with
;i champagne glass was included In this
vast array of picture souvenirs. Wash¬
ington's public buildings and places of in¬
terest in general formed the larger part
of til;* slock. Tiles", the proprietor ex¬

plained. are the most popular of all with
the visitors to the National capital.
Kach building of prominence is shown

from many points of view. For instance,
there are twenty views of the Capitol.
Each view was reproduced in three styles
uf cards.black and white, a sort of pur¬
plish moonlight effect and in color with
blue sky and fleecy clouds. These three
styles ran through the entire stock of

Washington view cards. The proprietor
explained that some collectors prefer the
colors, others the black and white, and
still others the tinted cards. Their tastes
are respected in each different view, so

that the collector may fill his album with

Washington souvenir cards of one color
scheme.

*
* *

Of all the public buildings and places of
interest In Washington the Capitol, White
House, Monument and 'Congressional Li¬
brary are the most favored by post-card
purchasing tourists. Various views of the
White House ar.; included in the stock of
the main establishments, and views of and
from the Monument can be found in great
number. The beautiful Library building
is perhaps the favorite subject of the
souvenir post-card makers. The Star man

counted more than 1(N» views of this
structure and its Interior in the stock of
the place visited.
Suburban .Washington, with Its places

of historical interest and picturesque
value, also comes in for a share of the
post-card man's attention. Views of Rock
Creek Park, the Zoo, the canal, the river,
Arlington. Cabin John bridge. Fort Myer
the Soldiers' Home and a few of the sub-

jects photographed and sold in colors at
two for 5 cents. Among the views o£
scenes and places surrounding Washing¬
ton can be found pictures of old houses,
mills and darns that the average Wash-
ingtonian never knew to exist.
Of the neighboring places of interest

Mount Vernon is, of course, the principal
subject used by the post-card makers.
Th; establishment visited by Th Star
man sells twenty different views of Wash¬
ington's home. The series leads from the
northern gate, through the grounds and
buildings, showing the various rooms and
everything that the visitor to the beauti¬
ful place is interested in. This series is
a great seller. Orders for new shipments
of these cards are sent almost monthly to
the lithographing house at Dresden, Ger¬
many.
The bronze equestrian statues in Wash¬

ington's parks and squares are also fav¬
orite subjects of the souvenir post cards.
Lincoln's death bed and the little hous?
he died in are in the list, as are, of course.

Ford's Theater and the alley out of which
Booth made his escape. Then there are

the famous/ "Washington's headquarters"
house in Georgetown and Hie Sheridan
monument at Arlington, the railroad sta¬
tions and Center market, the post office
building alone and included in the view of
Pennsylvania avenue from the Treasury
to the Capitol.these and others covering
every public building and object of in¬
terest in the city.
Turning away from the stock of Wash¬

ington views. The Star man found scenes
of all the principal countries of Europe.
These. the proprietor explained, were kept
in stock to supply returning visitors to
foreign shores with pictures of the places
they visited, but at which they neglected
to secure souvenir cards. Many are also
sold to naturalized American citizens who
want pictures of familiar scenes in the
"old country," and there are "also many
collectors with no prospect of ever visit¬
ing Europe, hut who want the cards for
their albums anyway.

Then there was a llrge collection of

well-colored reproductions of famous

paintings. Most of these w -re of works

In the galleries in Germany. and, of

course, were the products of German lith¬

ographers. The proprietor of the store

said that many collectors of the post
cards kept several separate albums de¬

voted to different kinds of cards. The old

masters are reproduced mainly for the

benefit of the collectors who wish to fill

an album entirely with cards of paintings.
*

* *

Of fancy cards there were hundreds of

varieties in the place visited by The Star

man, subjects of every imaginable char¬

acter were Included. There were sets of

reproductions of a noted artist's pen-and-
ink sketches, a set of funny lit11 ^ ch.l-
dren pictures drawn and painted by a

prominent woman illustrator, and a set

of cartoons signed by a man whos work
is the feature of a big American daily
newspajwr. There were fancy heads of

various types of s too-beautiful-for-any-
thing women done in lovely tints, and
wonderfully beautiful children were shown
in various cunning poses and costumes. Of
humor there were all kin is, ranging from
the "you've-got-to-laugh-at-thls" type to
the repressed mirth variety. Suggestive
subjects, such as w re so popular a year
or so ago and are still the rage in bucolic
communities such as New York city, were

not included in the stock of this establish¬
ment, and, in fact, the craze for the sort

of post card that has to l>e put in an

envelope to b> mailed seems to be dying
out everywhere, so the post-card empo¬
rium man told The Siar reporter.
The pictur; postal has come to he recog¬

nized as something mor- than a passing
fad. Its value from an educational and
formational standpoint has cos-imanded
attention, and It Is easy to b -lieve tl.at
the picture postal has come tu stay.

ANCESTRAL VINE OF ALL AMERICAN AMPELOPSIS IN THE BOTANIC GARDENS

Among tlu treasures in vegetation which'grow in the Xational Botanic Garden in addition to the memorial trees' is the ampelopsis veitchii, the parent of millions of the same vine and the ancestral vine of all of them in the L'ntei Stan s.
The vine is an English immigrant. It was brought to this country many years ago by William R. Smith, superintendent of the Botanic Garden. Hence Mr. Smith is tire foster father of a vine that climbs and clasps uncounted walls from sea
to sea.the foster father of the most popular city vine in America.

1'here are many varieties of the ampelopsis, a word which, by the way, comes from the combination of two Greek words.ampelos, vine, and opsis, resemblance. Not only is the plant with which this story deals one of a large numb r
oi varieties, but this particular kind is known bv several names, among them being ampelopsis veitchii, ampelopsis roylei, ampelopsis tricuspidata, southside ivy, Boston ivy and Japan ivy. It might also be called C'hna ivy, because it growsin China as well as in Japan, and no doubt many of the vines in Europe are sprung from the Chinese stock. It is met with throughout eastern Asia and the Himalaya region. It is closely related to the grape and is kindred to the Virginia
creeper, which is sometimes disguised under the name of ampelopsis quinquefolla.

Mr. Smith brought a cutting of this vine from Slough, a city of about 12,000 inhabitants, in Buckinghamshire, two and a half miles northeast from Windsor. Slough has another distinction in addition to tljat of having furnished the Un te 1
States with this vine, for it was at Slough that Sir William Herschel erected his observatory.

The imported cutting was nurtured by Mr. Smith and set out 011 the south side of the brick building near the west end of the Botanic Garden, in which are the offices of the superintendent and assistant superintencKnt. It has overspreadthe building and would overrun the garden were it not kept in check by the shears. Year after year the see^ ^Ine hav$ £>een sent to all parts of the country, for the ampelopsis may be propagated from the seed as well as from green¬wood and hardwoodcuttings. -v.^^*4 !
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